PARENT’S NEWSLETTER

JANUARY 2008

Dear Parents

Happy new year to you all, and welcome back to Little Monkeys.  We have an exciting year ahead of us, with lots of special events, visits and activities being planned for the children.

Over the next few days we shall be putting together the Nursery Activity Plans for the next three months taking us up to Easter.  Please watch the Notice Boards for further information.

Staffing:

We have great pleasure in confirming that Yvonne has now taken up the post of Nursery Manager.  I am sure she will continue to offer a high level of service to both the children and yourselves.  I am sure you will join with me in congratulating Yvonne and wishing her a great 2008!

We are extremely sad to confirm that our wonderful cook, Alison, will be leaving us at the end of January.  Alison has become very much part of the team at Little Monkeys, and both the children and staff will miss her greatly.  We wish Alison every success in her days as a lady of leisure!
We are also sorry to say goodbye to Emily who has moved to Chichester to take up a place in a local Nursery there.

We have some new faces at Little Monkeys for this year, and they are:-

Permanent Staff: Ashley ?  who is working in our upstairs room with the 2 – 5’s
Part Time Staff:
Val, Sue, Clair, Sarah, Catherine and Fiona

Early Years Foundation Stage:

Some of you will be familiar with the educational standards we are expected to fulfil for both under 3’s (Birth to Three Matters), and over 3’s, the Foundation Stage Curriculum.  As from September 2008, these two educational standards will be combined into one standard, the Early Years Foundation Stage.  All our staff will be undertaking in-depth training over the coming months to ensure they are familiar with the standard and know what is expected of them in terms of helping all children to reach their potential.

The standard is particularly geared to pre-school children and is based very much on learning through play – which is what under 5’s do best!  So please don’t worry about testing and formal education, plenty of time for that when they go on to big school.  Nevertheless, the staff will be providing a range of stimulating activities to ensure that all sections of the curriculum are covered so that by the time they reach 5, the move to school will be a smooth transition.  If any parents would like to know more about the Early Years Foundations Stage, please do not hesitate to contact Yvonne, who will be delighted to give you further information.

EXTRA EQUIPMENT FOR THE NURSERY:

We are hoping to buy some additional equipment for the Nursery; sensory equipment for the baby and toddler room, and soft play equipment for upstairs, enabling us to do lots of physical play when the weather is bad and the children can’t get outside.  Where possible, we will use Sainsbury’s and Tesco vouchers, but any donations from parents would be very welcome!  These are expensive items and will take some time for us to get the funds together.  To let you know how we are doing, we will be posting up a barometer so you can keep an eye on the funding.

ACTIVITY MONKEY:

Following the huge success of Activity Monkey, he will be available for home visits during this year.  If you would like Activity Monkey to come home with your child, please speak to Rachel.  (this is for children in the upstairs room)

SECOND LANGUAGE LESSONS:

I am still very passionate about providing facilities for your children to start to learn a second language at a time in their lives when it is ‘second nature’ for them, and will give them an amazing head start when they get to school.  If any parents would like me to arrange for a French/Spanish teacher to come into Nursery, please let me know.

ADDITIONAL SERVICES:

Don’t forget, we still offer Birthday Parties at the Nursery, so if you would like some help, please let us know.  

Our Babysitting Service has also been very successful, so if you need a baby sitter, remember to give us as much notice as you can.  Details of both these services can be gained from the office, or check the Notice Boards.
For the time being, Saturday opening has been put on hold, as there doesn’t seem to be sufficient demand.  Should things change, we will let you know.

Finally, please remember that all parents are welcome to visit the Nursery to see how their child is doing and to view their Portfolio.  If you would like to do this, please speak to the Senior member of staff in your room (Rachel upstairs and Rose downstairs), to make an appointment.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy, peaceful and prosperous new year

Lyn Povey

Proprietor
