NEWSLETTER
APRIL 08
Dear Parents

Just a couple of things I need to bring to your attention since the last Newsletter, so this one will be brief!

EARLY YEARS PROVISION (Nursery Education Grant)

Thank you to those of you who managed to attend the meeting last week and for your support with this rather trying situation!  For those of you who were not able to be there, I will attempt to explain the situation. (I suggest you get yourself a glass of wine and make yourself comfortable!!!)
In the term after your child’s third birthday, they will be entitled to receive the Early Years Provision (EYP).  The Local Authority (WSCC) pays the Nursery a sum of money for each 3-year old.  The amount depends on the number of ‘sessions’ your child attends Nursery. (A L.A. ‘session’ equates to 2.5 hours but a ‘nursery session’ is 5 hours)
The amount per 2.5 hour session paid to us was £8.30 and as from April 08 is £8.71 per 2.5 hour session.  This ‘grant’ is paid to all registered childcare providers which means that childminders, playgroups in scout huts, purpose-built full day nurseries etc .etc. all receive the same, producing loser and winners!
Your child is allowed a maximum of 12.5 hour (5 sessions) per week.  This is expected to increase to 15 hours per week by 2010.  Your child can take a maximum of two 2.5 hour sessions per day if the Nursery can accommodate them.
The average charge of a 2.5 hour session at Little Monkeys (and most private Day Nurseries) is around £11.30 (depending which tariff you are on – full weeks/days or half days).  There is therefore, a shortfall between what the L.A. gives us, and the price for the session at Little Monkeys, amounting to £2.59. (£11.30 - £8.71).  Up to now, the Nursery deducts the ‘grant’ from your monthly bill, and you pay the remainder.

However, the L.A. is saying we cannot do this and that the Nursery must bear the cost of the shortfall which would amount to approximately £20,000 per annum.  Clearly this is not sustainable.

The Nursery has a number of options:
1. To sign the agreement with the WSCC. but continue to invoice you as we do now and run the risk of being audited and found wanting.

2. Not to sign the agreement which means we will not receive the grant, so will not be able to pass it on to you.
3. Revise our invoicing so that the shortfall appears on the non-funded hours your child attends Nursery (complicated, time-consuming, and being ‘creative’ with the rules – however this is what is being suggested by WSCC)

The biggest issue facing Childcare provision in West Sussex is that unless Government change their mind about this legislation on ‘free’ nursery care, a number of private nurseries such as ours may be forced out of business.  The impact on parents will be lack of choice and reducing quality of childcare with the remaining providers struggling to offer childcare at £8.71 per 2.5 hours.  

We are beginning to see the results of this policy with 4 providers in the Horsham area alone either closing or opting out of the grant, this year already.  
The Next Step:
We have signed the Agreement with WSCC with an addendum outlining our case which is that we are seeking ways to re-gig our invoicing to cope with the legislation.
This means that for the time being, parents will see no changes.  You will still receive the ‘grant’ and your invoices will look the same.  By September we may have to take one of the options outlined above.  You will be notified of any changes prior to implementation.  Please be assured that Little Monkeys is continuing to work hard with the Local Authority to find a solution to the problems the Nursery industry currently faces.

I do hope I haven’t managed to totally confuse everyone.  If you do have questions, then please let me know!  In the meantime, watch this space!!!

CHILDCARE VOUCHER SCHEME: (Now some good news!)
We have recently learned of a new Childcare Voucher scheme where you can pay for the total amount of your childcare, rather than it being capped as with present voucher suppliers.  If your monthly fees are more than £500 this is good news for you!

Ladybird Childcare Funding will be at Little Monkeys Nursery in Horsham on 

Saturday 7th June.  They will undertake individual reviews with parents, to let you know exactly how it will work for you and what savings you could achieve.  If you would like to book a 15 minute consultation with Ladybird, please look out for the Time Schedule on the Notice Board.  
Many thanks

Lyn Povey

Proprietor
