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PARENT’S NEWSLETTER
JUNE 08

Dear Parents

After a long and wet wait, summer seems to have arrived at last!  We will certainly be making the most of it at Nursery, and have several outings and events planned for the children.

But first, let me bring you up to date with important news;

CHILDREN GOING TO SCHOOL THIS SEPTEMBER:

A meeting was held at the Nursery on Tuesday 2nd June to discuss some of the issues that you face when your children go to school at 4 years old.  With school offering only part-time day care, it leaves many of you without adequate cover whilst you are at work, and we wanted to explore a number of options to help you.

The Options we discussed were as follows:

· After school Clubs and Holiday Clubs.  We have collected information on all of the local schools and put together a list of those that offer these facilities, and those that don’t.  If you would like a copy, please see Faye in the office who will be happy to provide one for you.

· Part-time care at Nursery.  We are able to offer you part-time care at the Nursery, including pick up from school using a local mini-bus firm experienced in ‘school runs’. (A member of our staff will accompany the children on the bus from their school to Nursery).  If you would like to book your child into Nursery to help cover afternoons and school holidays, please let us know as soon as possible, as we only have limited spaces.  The terms and conditions would be the same as your current ones (i.e. fees monthly in advance/2 month’s notice to cancel etc.).  The fees for the afternoon sessions would be slightly higher to cover the cost of transport.

The afternoon session will be from 12.00 – 6 p.m. and will cost about £28 including lunch and tea.(final cost will depend on demand).  If you only required 3.30 – 6 p.m. the cost would unfortunately be the same.

If you require mornings as well during holiday times, we will do our best to accommodate you.  However, we have very limited space in the mornings and it may not always be possible, but these sessions can be booked as ‘extra sessions’ on a first come, first served basis.
NURSERY GRANT: for those of you who will have children going to school part time and also attending Nursery, you will no longer be entitled to the Nursery Education Grant as the government are unable to split the funding. Funding is transferred to your chosen school once your child starts.

YOUR’E REASONS FOR SENDING YOUR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL AT 4 YEARS:
We also discussed your reasons for putting your children into school at 4 years old, and there were some surprising answers!  It appears some of you think you are obliged to send your children to school at 4.  By law, your children only need to start school once they reach their 5th birthday.

Your other main concern was that you wanted your 3 and 4 year olds to have a more structured environment with slightly more emphasis on formal education.  The Nursery has also recognised that the older children do need their own space, with activities that are more formal and have implemented a number of changes to ensure this happens.
We have recently taken on Emma Burdett, who is a qualified teacher and is also working towards her Early Years Status post graduate qualification.  This will give her additional skills to work with the under 5’s in a Nursery setting.  Emma is putting in place a range of activities based around competence in numbers, reading and writing, based on the Early Years Curriculum.  The children now have a special part of the day when they come together as a group away from the rest of the Nursery.  If any parents would like to know more about Emma’s work, she would be delighted to talk to you.

YOUR CHILD’S DEVELOPMENT RECORD:

You are most welcome to view your child’s Development Record at any time.  If you would like to discuss your child’s development with their Key Worker or Senior member of the team, in more detail, please make an appointment so that we can set time aside for you.

STAFF APPOINTMENTS:

Emma Burdett has joined the team as our Early Years Professional and is a qualified teacher.  Emma has worked with us before and knows the children and the routines at Little Monkeys well.  Kayleigh is now the Assistant Room Leader in the upstairs room and is working closely with Emma to ensure that whilst we are looking for a Senior Room Leader, your children will continue to receive the high level of care you expect.  Kirsty is continuing to take responsibility for the Baby and Toddler unit whilst we are searching for a suitable Senior Room Leader.  Yvonne, of course, is overseeing both rooms and spends dedicated time in each room on different days of the week. 

We would also like to welcome some new faces to our team.  Lucy Butcher who has recently achieved her NVQ Level 3, along with Jacky Barden who also has her Level 3 in Childcare.  
CHILDCARE VOUCHERS:

If you are paying more than £500 in Nursery fees each month, you may be interested in saving some money.  If you can spare 15 minutes, we have the team from Ladybird Childcare Scheme in the Nursery this Saturday morning (7th June from 9.30). Please let Yvonne or Faye know if you would like to book a timeslot.

ACTIVITIES THIS SUMMER:

· Trip to the Seaside for 3 and 4 year olds

· An outing to Tilgate Park in Crawley, again for the 3 and 4 year olds.  

· Teddy Bear’s Picnic in the Park for all children – date to be advised.
SAFETY ON WALKS AND OUTINGS:

We have recently reviewed our policy on walks and outings to ensure the highest level of safety for your child.  It will now be a requirement for all children to wear Little Monkeys T shirts when out of the Nursery on walks and outings.  This is of particular importance now that the Park is getting busier, and staff need to be able to identify the children easily.  

We will also be implementing a new ‘Walking Rope’ to increase the safety of children whilst out and about.  If you need to purchase a Little Monkeys T Shirt, please see Faye in the office.  (this applies to children who are walking and not babies who are taken out in push chairs).  We would also remind parents to ensure their child comes to Nursery with a Sun Hat.  If you need to purchase one, we sell Little Monkeys caps as well.
Many thanks for taking the time to read this Newsletter.  As always, we welcome feedback, so let us know if there is anything you would like us to consider.

Yvonne Branchfield

Nursery Manager
