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PARENT’S NEWSLETTER

JANUARY 2010
Dear parents 

Firstly I would like to welcome you back to Little Monkeys and wish you all a very happy and prosperous New Year.  

We are kick-starting the new year by planning a range of exciting activities and outings focused on festivals and events for the year ahead.
The forthcoming outings will include a trip to the Sea life centre in Brighton, a visit to Tilgate Park and an outing to Little Monkeys Nursery in Worthing.  Dates to be confirmed.
Please see notice board for list of activities and outings.

Bad weather:

The Nursery would like to thank all parents for their patience and cooperation during the adverse weather conditions we experienced at the start of January. We hope to have seen the last of the snow! The Nursery is currently investigating setting up a texting service which will enable us to contact all parents via text message to inform them as early as possible in the event of an emergency such as this.  However, it is always advisable to check our website for any last minute changes to opening times. (www.littlemonkeysnurseries.co.uk)
Ofsted:

In November 2009 the Nursery received an inspection visit from Ofsted.  I am delighted to inform you that the Nursery received GOOD in all criteria. A copy of the full Ofsted inspection report can be found on our website www.littlemonkeysnurseries.co.uk  It can also be found on our parent’s notice boards and the Ofsted website.
French lessons:

The Nursery is still currently looking for a French teacher to visit the Nursery once a week to teach the children songs, rhymes and some simple French words. If any parents know anyone who would be interested in doing this, please do let us know.  We will inform you of any developments.

Capital Grant:

At the beginning of the 2009 the Nursery applied for a grant from the West Sussex County council for funding to improve the facilities and equipment for children who attend all private, voluntary and independent Nurseries.  

I am pleased to inform you that we have received confirmation of our grant and will shortly be purchasing additional resources for the children.  To improve access to all children, we will be installing a stair lift to allow physically disabled children to access the 2-5’s room.   We will also be upgrading our computer suite, together with an interactive white board which will be situated in the 2-5’s room, but will be accessed by all children on a daily basis.  The babies and toddlers will not be forgotten as we will be purchasing a wooden baby gym with stairs and a slide, and many other smaller items.   Parents are more than welcome to take a look at our new resources at any time or pop in to our open day on 10th April 2010. 

Nursery Committee:

We would like to form a Nursery Committee which will meet twice yearly to discuss Nursery matters and set up a forum in which parent’s views and feedback will be shared. The committee will be made up of the Managing Director, two members of staff and two parents. If you would like to nominate yourself please contact the office.

Bank Holidays:

We would just like to remind you that the Nursery is closed during Bank Holidays: please find below a list of dates for up-coming bank holidays.

· Friday 2nd April 

· Monday 5th April.

· Monday 3rd May.

Suggestion Box:

A ‘Suggestion box’ has been placed in reception for parents to voice their views and to give the Nursery some feedback about the service that we provide. So far we have received the following suggestion:

· ‘Separate the coats and the bags – instead of bags give each child a pigeonhole and then have hooks for coats separately. Looks neater-easier to see what stuff the child has and quicker and easier for parents and children’. 

In response to this the Nursery is currently looking at providing pigeon holes in the reception area for letters to parents. 

In the meantime, could we ask you to place your child’s coat inside their bag at the start of the day to ensure that coats are easier to find for both children and parents.

Please let us know if you have any suggestions to make life easier/better for you and your child.  All suggestions will be considered and wherever possible, we will do our best to implement them.

Free Entitlement:  

As many of you know, children are entitled to 12.5 hours free Nursery care once they have reached their third birthday.  We do have limited spaces for additional children on some days, so if you know someone who would like to take advantage of this, please ask them to contact the Nursery for further details.

A thought to end on:

So meticulous, so intense,
Little eyes so full of chance.
Adamant, but ever loved,
Precious gifts from up above.

Tiny hands and tiny feet,
Seem to make it all complete.
Giggles with a toothless grin,
Part of this gift's precious trim.

Ever learning minds expand,
As they grasp onto your hand.
Want to see all that life has,
And with it all - learn from the past.

You hold the world against your breast,
This task will be just one big test.
But ever moving - always forward,
They will be life's big reward.
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to seeing you at Nursery.

Kind Regards

Michelle Savage

Deputy Manager
