LITTLE MONKEYS NURSERY   
SUMMER NEWSLETTER. 
[image: image1.jpg]



JULY 2009

Dear Parents

It looks as if summer if finally upon us, so dust of your sun hat and fish out your shorts and enjoy the lovely weather. 

Firstly I would like to introduce myself.  My name is Michelle Savage and I am the new Deputy Manager here at the Horsham branch of Little Monkeys.  I started working for the company after leaving university in September 07 with a BA (HONS) Degree in childhood studies (early years).  Throughout my time with the company I have also gained my Early Years Professional Status which will enable me to continue the high level of care already provided by the staff here at Little Monkeys.

Hot Weather.As the hot weather is set to stay with us for a few weeks can I remind parents to provide sun hats for their children. The Nursery and staff are taking extra precautions to ensure the children’s safety throughout the hot period by applying sun cream and encouraging the children to drink lots of water throughout the day. The staff are also taking a number of other precautions relating to times of walks and locations.  All of this information can be located on the parent’s board at the bottom of the stairs or the boards found outside each room. When the weather is too hot for a walk the staff will take the children into the Courtyard garden which is almost entirely shaded. 
Tilgate Park: At the end of June a group of children took a short bus ride to Tilgate Park in Crawley.  We saw a range of animals from cows to piglets and spent some time spotting ducks in the lake. A thoroughly good time was had by all children, staff and parents who attended. A small selection of pictures taken on the trip can be found at the top of the stairs. 
Father’s Day Tea: Last month we celebrated Father’s Day here at Little Monkeys.  A group of dads, mums and grandparents came for a tea party with the children. The feedback from the parents who attended was very positive, and the staff would like to organise a similar event later in the year - we will keep you posted.
Staff appointments: Downstairs room: I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Vanessa Butterly and Alice Brown who have joined the team downstairs. They are both qualified at level 2 and are both hoping to start their NVQ level 3 next year.
Upstairs Room: Valarie Pritchard-Brennan has been promoted to assistant room leader, deputising and supporting Kayleigh. We would all like to wish her great success in her new role.

I would also like to welcome Sarah Morley to the upstairs team. Sarah comes to us highly qualified as an Early Years Professional (post graduate qualification) and will be supporting Kayleigh in developing the learning experiences available to children here at Little Monkeys.

Opening Times: Just to remind parents we are now opening from 7:30 every morning for an additional fee of £3:50 per day. Any parents who are interested in this extra service, don’t hesitate to ask. (It is important that you book this service so we can ensure we have sufficient staff on duty).
Future Events:
Picnic in the park.19th August:
After careful deliberation, we have decided that with the very hot weather and the possible safety implications, we have decided to ‘bring the park inside’. The children with be given the choice to play either upstairs or down and have access to a range of experiences and activities associated with the park, including a slide, water, ducks etc. At tea time the children will all come together in the 2-5’s room and have a group picnic together. 

Trip to Worthing: We are currently looking into a day trip to the Worthing nursery which will include a visit the beach. Once we have more details on this trip, I will let you know. 
Graduation Ceremony: The graduation ceremony has been scheduled for the 5th of September. This is set to be a sad but exciting occasion as we say a huge farewell to all the children leaving us to start school. The nursery wishes these children and their families all the best as they embark on the next stage in their learning journey.  All parents, family and friends are invited to attend, and we will let you have more details nearer the time.
Refurbishment: The refurbishment work is due to start on 10th July and I would just like to remind parents to take extra care when moving around inside the building. Additional safety precautions have been taken to protect the children and staff but we would like everyone to be extra vigilant during this short period.  The refurbishment will include extra children’s toilet facilities, additional adult toilet, enlarged kitchen, new staff room and redecorated children’s rooms.  We hope you will like the improvements!
Many thanks.
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Michelle Savage – Deputy Manager 
